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edition. Excerpt: . the fire, and giving it to Violet, bade her go
down to the river, cut a hole in the ice with her hatchet, and
rinse the lace in the cold water. I think she hoped the ice would
give way, and that Violet would fall into the river and be
drowned. Violet obeyed her stepmother; for though she suffered
severely, she suffered in silence, and never gave way to a
rebellious temper. She found the river-ice very thick, and it was
with some difficulty her slender arms and soft white hands could
hew a sufficiently large opening. While she was thus engaged,
she heard the clatter of hoofs on the frozen river-bank, and
looking round, saw that the king s splendid carriage had driven
up, and that the young and handsome sovereign was intently
watching her. She immediately made her obeisance, and with...
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