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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: .distance, by individual ants, over rough pathways, or, more probably,
through dark tunnels, all contributing regularly and perseveringly to the common stock. Solomon must have
watched all this in that eastern garden of his in the king s dale at Jerusalem when his friend wrote, Go to the ant
thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Her icays. I wonder if the king knew what we have just been told-
-that the males, just like other males we know something about, have little to do with making a happy and well
regulated home! Consider her ways, and be wise? How correct is the very letter of the Bible! By patient and
careful attention, the actions of ants in the construction of their nests have doubtless led to many important
improvements in our own dwellings. We know how much we owe to the unconscious teaching of both animals
and plants. The Thames tunnel was suggested to its great engineer by the boring of a little worm; the Glasgow
water-works by the structure of a lobster s tail; and the Crystal Palace was seen in miniature, by the late Sir
Joseph Paxton, in the ribbed structure of a Victoria Eegia lily-leaf. I can show you the method of propulsion of
our large screw-steamers which float on our river.in the tail of the larva of the dragon-fly; the correct principle
of an anchor for holding on to an opposing substance, in the spines of an aquatic animal called the...
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