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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The country was a-tremble with the thrill and excitement of a man who
is preparing to go against an antagonist worthy of his mettle, and in the 71st s armory a crowd of people
jammed the balconies to the last inch. The richly varicoloured apparel of the women, in vivid contrast to the
sombre walls of the armory, the kaleidoscopic jumble and whirl of soldiers in dress uniforms on the floor, the
frequent outbursts of hand-clapping and applause as favourite officers of the regiment were recognized by the
galleries, the surging and unceasing din and hubbub of the shouting and gesticulating mass of people on floor
and balcony, gave the scene a holiday air which really belied the feelings of the greater number both of soldiers
and onlookers. There was a serious thought in almost every mind: but serious thoughts are not welcome at
such times to a man who has already decided to tender his life to his country, nor to the woman who knows
that she must say good-bye to him on the morrow. So they both try to overwhelm unwelcome reflections by
excited chatter and patriotic enthusiasm. They will think of to-morrow when it comes: let the clamour go on.
On the very front seat and leaning over the balcony rail are seated three women who receive more than the
ordinary number of salutes and greetings from the officers and men on the floor. Two young women and their
mother they are, and any one of the three is worthy of a second glance by right of her looks. The mother, who,
were it not for the becoming fulness of her matronly figure, might be...
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