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illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . . . to buy more with their earnings; and may not your memorialists claim that their
petition is fortified by the whole force of this enlightened and benign policy, and that the improvement of the
great parent river of the Valley would only be in the direct line of movement with the civilization of the age Is it
asking too much for the agricultural states of this region which enable the masses of our population to live
cheaper and better than the masses of any other country on the globe, and which supply our cotton mills with
the cheapest and best material in the world, that Congress make their task easier and lighter by a work that will
diminish the cost of sending their food surplus to the mouths that consume it Would it not bo in harmony with
what, for thirty odd years has been the governing policy of the country, the settlement and development of the
interior, the building up of home industries, the opening of farms and the stimulation of agricultural
production in the West, the opening of mines, and the multiplication of the means of distributing the surplus
products of each section to all others We are a nation of enormous producers, and we are a nation of
enormous consumers, at the same time. The average per capita consumption of meat in the United States is
probably not less than 175 pounds per annum. Of other civilized nations only Great Britain exceeds 100, and...
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