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indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: .wild blue hyacinth. Fruit of all kinds and esculent vegetables form his
repast, and | fear that he must plead guilty to devouring any small animal that may come in his way, alive of
dead; though, not being adapted for the chase, or even for any very skilful strategy of war, | do not suppose
that he can do much in catching an unwounded bird or beast. Eggs are his delight, and a partridge s nest with
seventeen or eighteen eggs must afford him a fine meal, particularly if he can surprise and kill the hen-bird
also, snails and worms, which he finds above ground during his nocturnal rambles, are likewise included in his
bill of fare. | was one summer evening walking home from fishing in Loch Ness, and having occasion to fasten
up some part of my tackle, and also expecting to meet my keeper, | sat down on the shore of the loch. 1
remained some time enjoying the lovely prospect; the perfectly clear and unruffled loch lay before me,
reflecting the northern shore in its quiet water. The opposite banks consisted, in some parts, of bright green
sward, sloping to the water s edge and studded with some of the most beautiful birch trees in Scotland, several
of the trees spreading out like the oak, and with their ragged and ancient-looking bark resembling the cork-tree
of Spain, others drooping and weeping over the edge of the water in the most ladylike and...
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