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Excerpt: ... 11 public servants, those who are struggling with continued depend-ence on welfare, including the
children and the young people, as well as those older Americans who deserve a strong improved Medicare
system. First, | will discuss the Presidents bold proposals for the contin-ued reform of the welfare system. As you
know, welfare reform has always been one of my greatest concerns. In Wisconsin, we devoted substantial
resources to helping individuals get the training, health insurance, child care and other services they needed to
go from welfare to work. Welfare reform has worked beyond expectations, resulting in millions moving from
the shackles of Aid to Families with Dependent Children ( AFDC ) to the independence of work. Nearly 7 million
fewer individuals now are on welfare today than in 1996, and 2. 8 million fewer children are in poverty because
of welfare reform. In New York City, where employment loss is perhaps one of the greatest concerns, there still
were more than 53, 000 job placements for welfare recipients, from September through December of last year.
While the number of TANF recipients increased briefly due to the terrorist attacks of September 11th, by
December there were about 15, 000 fewer individuals on the TANF roles than in August. In fact, in December,
there were fewer individuals in New York City on welfare than at any time since 1965, but we are not done. There
is a clear and important next step to welfare reform. The budget...
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