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indexed. Not illustrated. 1856 Excerpt: .it is equally certain that it is only during the last forty.or fifty years that
pathological anatomy has been so studied as to assume the importance of a leading and indispensable branch
of medical knowledge. In such a society as this, it is, | believe, most unnecessary to dwell upon the advances
made in medicine and surgery by the cultivation of pathological or necroscopic anatomy. And its uses have
been various. By its light new diseases have been discovered, which were formerly all but unknown; such as
emphysema of the lung, oedema glottidis, phlebitis, ramollisement of the brain, endocarditis, melanosis, etc. In
other instances, it has enabled us to separate into specific diseases some affections which formerly were
constantly confounded together, both in diagnosis and treatment, as the different species of inflammation of
the lungs--pleurisy, pneu inonia, and bronchitis; the different diseases of the heart; the different forms of
tumours, etc. In another range of its investigations, it has been the happy means of enabling us to study and
trace accurately the general courses which inflammatory, tubercular, carcinomatous, and other such diseases
are liable to follow, as well as the varieties that they are liable to present in different organs of the body. It has
changed and corrected our ideas of the nature of some maladies, by shewing us, for example, that acute
hydrocephalus, which was formerly supposed to be an instance of pure dropsy, is generally the result of
inflammatory and acute tubercular disease; that...
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