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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Mining as a Profession Including First Stages of
Metallurgy To consider man without the earliest primitive contributions of the miner and metallurgist takes us
back to savagery. Mans greatest endowment is his wonderful and crafty brain cells with their latent powers of
development, which have shown him the necessity of supplementing his own strength by outside aids, and then
gradually and persistently obtaining the materials for his needs and fashioning them into tools of power, and
finally incorporating and making them a veritable part of his being. His first great advances were the
commanding of fire, the use of stone implements, then wooden bow and arrow. By these he worked himself
into the stone age, but was still brutal, weak, and with little historical recording power. It was not until he delved
below the surface of the earth for materials that he was able to fashion the sword, spear, fire arms, protective
armor, plow, hoe, pruning-hook, pitchfork, scythe, tires, axe, saw, plane, etc. It was only with metal tools that
great agricultural development began, and it only reached its present magnitude when further supported by
the metals in the form of railroads, steam vessels, harvesting machinery, etc. Mining and agriculture are the
only basic productive pursuits of man, and they are both fostered each by the other, and both dependent on
mother earth. The one skims her surface, the other goes deeper. Agriculture furnishes man with food for
existence, but mining gives him the materials for power, art, and civilization. Without metals the scientists tools
for experimentation and determination would not be possible, nor the great diffusion of knowledge and
thought by means of the...
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